
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2014 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny Kelley, 

Brenda Spears, Mark Harper and Terry Kiser. 

 

Following the invocation given by Kenny Kelley and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the minutes were 

presented for consideration. Mary Bramblett made the motion that the minutes be approved as 

presented. Frank Cobb seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

The bills totaling $108,417.08 were then presented for consideration for payment. Terry Kiser made the 

motion that the bills be approved as presented. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the motion 

carried with one “no” vote by Brenda Spears. 

In Other Business the Mayor asked Project Manager Carl Hinton for a bridge update pertaining to the 

bridge on Old Piedmont Gadsden Highway. Carl said the bid specs have been sent out and the actual 

repairs of the bridge should take no more than a month to complete. 

Terry Kiser asked for an update on the city employee health insurance. The increase to the city will be 

$6,000.00 a month.  The insurance committee met and came up with two options. One being that the 

city absorbs the increase and the other being that the employees pay an extra $5.00 a week toward the 

insurance to absorb some of the city’s cost. 

Mark Harper asked that in the future before the Council does a contract with someone to make sure to 

do a credit check and to see if the business or individual is bonded. 

Brenda Spears said that the realtor Brenda Spears said she would open the bingo hall up for an hour to 

let the Mayor and Council look at the building. 

 

In Council Reports Ben Keller had no report. 

Mary Bramblett had no report. 

Frank Cobb asked the Mayor to see if the County could do patch work on Heritage Dr. when they come 

up to patch the back alleys. 

Kenny Kelley asked if something could be done to stop the parking on Daily Street and that 18 wheelers 

are still going down Seaboard Ave. 

Brenda Spears council comments: 

The bills for payment for September 5 were $108,417.08 with week of August 22 payroll and taxes 

$81,373.08 and August 29 at $43,346.69 for a total of $233,136.69. 

The bills for payment for August 2014 with salaries and taxes were $1,225,360.10. January 2014 was 

$1,303,234.20: March 2014 $1,320.491.01: and May $1,250,936.07 are the months that exceeded the 

$1,205,000.00 + dollar totals per month. I feel the council needs to be more proactive to discuss and 

consider ways to reduce the monthly bills and salaries for a realistic budget that reflects our population 

and services provided, salaries and employees. It is clear to me that the City of Piedmont is not going to 

have enough revenue coming in to balance the budget at the end of this fiscal year ending on 

September 30. 

Congratulations to the following businesses from Piedmont that were voted as top winners for the 

Anniston Star’s “Reader’s Choice” survey for 2014. 



• Pope’s Furniture (2 categories: furniture and mattress) 

• The Pool Doctor 

• Berry Animal Clinic 

• Noble Bank and Trust 

• Piedmont Health Care Center 

• Pat Borders (EMT) Piedmont Rescue Squad 

I have turned in work orders for ditches to be pulled on Calhoun Street and across from Veteran’s Park 

and a high concern issue for a dead tree on city property next to a power line on Main Street. 

Mr. Barry Perry asked for help with the noise with city’s Jake Brake Ordinance 594 passed by council on 

November 1, 2011 not being enforced. Mr. Perry asked first on September 10, 2013 and at the council 

meeting on August 19, 2014. This is a District 5 concern and issue with many neighbors living on Main 

Street, not just Mr. Perry. 

Thanks to the Police Department for recovering a city street sign from a residence on McCollister Street. 

The council in 2013 passed a motion that the council minutes would be posted on the city’s website five 

working days after being approved. The minutes are not being posted in this time frame for citizens not 

able to attend meetings. I am being contacted about this concern for the minutes to be posted per 

council’s vote. 

 

Mark Harper had no report. 

Terry Kiser commented on how well the car show was downtown and thanked the Mayor, Kenny Kelley 

and Charles McDonald for helping him sell tickets. He also thanked City Clerk Michelle Franklin, Patti 

Byers and Amy Ragsdale for helping downtown. 

 

In the Mayor’s comments the Mayor informed everyone the budget committee had met and will be 

meeting again soon to work on the budget. 

 

With no other business to come before the Council Terry Kiser made the motion that the meeting be 

adjourned. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 6:36 PM. 

 

  

   


