
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

JULY 15TH, 2014 

6:00 PM 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny Kelley, 

Brenda Spears, Mark Harper and Terry Kiser. 

 

Following the invocation given by Frank Cobb and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the minutes were 

presented for consideration. Mary Bramblett made the motion that the minutes be approved as 

presented. Frank Cobb seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

The bills totaling $208,221.44 were then presented for consideration for payment. Terry Kiser made the 

motion that the bills be approved as presented. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the motion 

carried with one “no” vote by Brenda Spears. 

 

The Mayor asked for consideration of Resolution 2014-06 which would allow the city in accordance with 

Act No. 2004-256 of the Code of Alabama to demolish or remove a dilapidated and damaged structure. 

Frank Cobb made the motion to adopt Resolution 2014-06 to demolish the dilapidated properties at 105 

Eubanks Ave. and 116 Seaboard Ave. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

  

Next the Mayor asked consideration of Resolution 2014-07 which would declare that the roads at the 

Highland Cemetery be formally dedicated as municipal streets of the City of Piedmont, Alabama. Mary 

Bramblett made the motion to adopt Resolution 2014-07. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and 

Resolution 2014-07 was adopted unanimously. 

 

The Mayor then asked for consideration of Resolution 2014-08 which would authorize and approve 

execution of a contract with Bancorp South Equipment Finance and the City of Piedmont for the 

purchase of a new garbage truck for the city. Frank Cobb made the motion to accept Resolution 2014-

08. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried with one abstention by Brenda Spears. 

 

Frank Cobb made the motion to accept the low bid of $125,570.00 from Ingram Equipment Company to 

purchase a new knuckle boom truck for the street department. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the 

motion carried with one abstention by Brenda Spears. 

 

The Mayor then called on Chief Tidwell to give the police report for the month of June 2014. Officers 

had 719 total contacts with the public. There were 4 felony arrests, 25 misdemeanor arrests, 2 DUI 

arrests, 3 Drug arrests, 2 crimes against persons, 4 theft arrests and 8 court/warrant arrests. 29 traffic 

citations were written, 6 accident reports and 42 motorist assists. 1 violent crime reported, 8 burglaries 

reported, 17 thefts reported, 51 cases investigated and 78 incident reports. The Piedmont Municipal 

Court collected $11,391.81 in fines for the month of June 2014. 

Chief Tidwell gave the Animal Control Report. There were 12 calls for service, 2 preliminary 

investigations, 98 animals picked up, 3 animals returned to owner by ACO, 95 animals took to shelter, 40 

strays/animals at large, 49 surrendered by owners, 6 abandoned and 3 reclaimed at shelter by owner. 



Charles McDonald gave the nuisance and abatement report for June 2014. There were 80 total cases, 27 

yard cases, 1 house case, 28 new cases, 8 being processed, 8 with second notice sent and 25 cases 

completed. 

 

The Mayor then called on Fire Chief Mike Ledbetter to give the fire report for June 2014. There were 3 

structure fires, 2 vehicle fires, 3 vehicle accidents, 1 ambulance assist, 1 mutual aid structure fire, 5 

service calls and 2 automatic alarms. 

 

Frank Cobb made the motion to hire JSU Center for Economic Development to do a financial analysis for 

cost cutting measures. Mark Harper seconded the motion and a roll call vote was as follows: 

 

YEAS                                            NAYS                                                 ABSTAIN 

Frank Cobb                                 Mary Bramblett                              None 

Brenda Spears                            Kenny Kelley 

Mark Harper                               Ben Keller 

Terry Kiser 

 

Following the roll call the financial analysis passed with a 4 to 3 vote. 

Next Terry Kiser made the motion to charge the Piedmont City Schools for garbage pickup. Brenda 

Spears seconded the motion and a roll call vote was as follows: 

 

YEAS                                                  NAYS                                            ABSTAIN 

Frank Cobb                                      None                                              Mary Bramblett      

Kenny Kelley                                                                                           Ben Keller 

Brenda Spears 

Mark Harper 

Terry Kiser 

 

Following the roll call the motion carried with 5 yeas and 2 abstentions. 

 

Brenda Spears made the motion to stop the vehicle gas credit cards for the Piedmont City Schools. Frank 

Cobb seconded the motion and a roll call vote was as follows: 

 

YEAS                                                 NAYS                                          ABSTAIN 

Ben Keller                                        None           Mary Bramblett 

Frank Cobb 

Kenny Kelley 

Brenda Spears 

Mark Harper 

Terry Kiser 

 

Following the roll call the motion carried with 6 yeas and 1 abstention. 

 

Ben Keller made the motion to increase the city sales tax by one cent. With no one to second the motion 

the motion died. 

 

Terry Kiser made the motion to charge the utility fees to each department to show how much in utilities 

each department is using. Mary Bramblett seconded the motion and a roll call vote was as follows: 



 

YEAS                                           NAYS                                                ABSTAIN 

Mary Bramblett                        None           Ben Keller 

Frank Cobb 

Kenny Kelley 

Brenda Spears 

Mark Harper 

Terry Kiser 

 

Following the roll call the motion to charge utility fees to each department was passed with 6 yeas and 1 

abstention. 

 

Brenda Spears informed the Council that in every department that the Capital Outlay was $0.00 and 

then gave the amounts that each department had spent in Capital Outlay. She said that the Council is 

not amending the budget to show where the money is coming from.  

Brenda Spears also said that uncollected utility bills for one year were over a half of a million dollars for 

2013. She said that the Council might consider going back to the original utility policy and being more 

strict. 

The Mayor said that until we get business or industry in this city we are going to continue to have 

problems. He said he invites anybody to the office like he has done many times before to help him make 

phone calls to try to bring business in. He also said you can sit here and talk about expenses all day long 

but until you come up there and try to help with the problem it’s not going to get any better. He said it’s 

a Council and a Mayor’s job and it takes all of us to make it work. He said he does not see a lot of that 

going on but he does hear a lot of talk about how we need to pay for this and that, but he doesn’t see 

any effort going behind the talk. 

 

In other business the Mayor asked Ruby Stockdale who wants to open an adult day care facility at the 

old Piedmont Hospital if she would be willing to buy the building instead of leasing from the city or the 

city could see how much expense there would be to repair the water lines and get back with her. 

 

After speaking with representatives from CDG Mary Bramblett made the motion not to move forward 

with the application for money at the filter plant through ADEM and to reapply later in the year when 

more monies would become available. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

In Visitor’s Comments Barry Cook said he would like to rent the fields around the sports complex to 

plant and asked to enter into a contract with the City. 

Kenny Kelley made the motion to allow the Mayor to enter into a contract with Mr. Cook and to bring it 

back to the Council. Frank Cobb seconded the motion and the motion carried with one abstention by 

Brenda Spears. 

 

In Council Reports Ben Keller said he had a fire hydrant not working. 

Mary Bramblett thanked Officer Estes for the help with vandalism problems and also that the grass at 

the house on 5th Ave will be cut. 

Frank Cobb said that there is an ongoing problem with furniture being put on the side of the road at 

Piedmont Village Apartments and that the complex does not have a contract for garbage pick up and 

they need to give a citation.  

Kenny Kelley had no report. 



Brenda Spears council comments: The bills for payment for July 15 were $208,211.44 with July 3 and 

July 11 payroll and taxes coming to $123,044.65 for a total of $331,266.09. 

I want to thank the Mayor for the Riddle Avenue Neighborhood Watch signs after the successful 

organizational meeting on Saturday, May 24. I would appreciate the opportunity to work with Ricky 

Jackson when the signs are put up on the Riddle Avenue 400, 500, and 600 blocks. 

Mark Harper had no report. 

Terry Kiser thanked the Police Department for arresting two people that were found after hours in the 

aquatic pool. 

 

With no other business to come before the Council Terry Kiser made the motion to adjourn. Kenny 

Kelley seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:48 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


