CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF PIEDMONT
JUNE 3%° 2014
6:00PM

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above.
Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny Kelley,
Brenda Spears, Mark Harper and Terry Kiser.

Following the invocation given by Frank Cobb and the pledge of allegiance to the flag Brenda Spears said
the May 20" 2014 minutes did not reflect that she asked for a correction in her council comments on
May 8™ 2014 to state that the 20 movers and shakers article in the Anniston Star did not state that the
Piedmont Board of Education was paying for Superintendent Matt Akin’s Doctoral degree but that she
had found out later that this was happening. Terry Kiser made a motion to approve the minutes with the
correction. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously.

The bills totaling $90,030.48 were then presented for consideration for payment. Kenny Kelley made the
motion that the bills be approved as presented. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the bills were
approved with one abstention by Frank Cobb and one “no” vote by Brenda Spears.

Kevin Jenkins with Calhoun County 911 spoke to the Council about using the 911 system instead of the
local dispatch that the city uses now. He said it would save the city money by reducing the workforce
with the department and reduce the liability to the city. After some questions and discussion from the
Council the Mayor thanked Mr. Jenkins for the presentation and told him that the City would get back
with him on what they plan to do.

Next representatives Lance Armbrester, Greg Ryland and Jana Monday from CDG Engineering spoke to
the Council about upgrades at the water filtration plant. They estimated an upgrade at the cost of
$550,000.00 to the system. Ms. Monday gave some different funding options such as the Alabama
Department of Environmental Management to help Alabama cities repair the water treatment facilities
but said the pre- application for funding would have to be completed by June 10™. After some discussion
by the Council Terry Kiser made the motion to submit the necessary paperwork. Frank Cobb seconded
the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

The Mayor asked for a motion to adopt Resolution 2014-02 which is the annual Section 5311
Nonurbanized Area Public Transportation local match. Mary Bramblett made the motion to adopt
Resolution 2014-02. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

The Mayor then asked for a motion to adopt Resolution 2014-03 which would allow the City to apply for
a $450,000.00 sewer rehabilitation grant through the CDBG Grant Funds with a local cash match of
$84,970.00. Kenny Kelley made the motion to adopt Resolution 2014-03. Terry Kiser seconded the
motion and Resolution 2014-03 was adopted unanimously.

The Mayor then asked for a motion to adopt Resolution 2014-04 which is the Municipal Water Pollution
Prevention (MWPP) annual report that goes to the state. Frank Cobb made the motion to adopt
Resolution 2014-04. Mark Harper seconded the motion and Resolution 2014-04 was adopted
unanimously.

Next on the agenda was the McClellan Revitalization. Brenda Spears said that this was not the correct
name for the project and asked to get more information before discussing. Terry Kiser made the motion
to table. Brenda Spears seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

In Other Business Terry said he would like to put a sign on the 10 acres of land that is located near Garcy
that the City owns to lease or sell. He also said that the city employees need better equipment to work
with.

Mark Harper said the Council needs to activate a new utility board.

Kenny Kelley said that Shane Kirk had asked to do tournaments at the Piedmont Sports Complex and
that he would do a 60/40 split with 60% going to him and 40% going to the City. Kenny Kelley made the
motion to allow Shane Kirk to hold tournaments at the complex. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and
the motion carried with one abstention from Brenda Spears.

Brenda Spears asked if a cemetery account had been opened for people to donate for maintenance and
repairs and if it was tax deductible. The Mayor said the Council would have to vote to open a new



account. Terry Kiser made the motion to open the cemetery account. Ben Keller seconded the motion
and the motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Spears also asked if a person wanted to go to the Aquatic Center and get food and leave could they
do that without having to pay to get in the gate. The Mayor said he would find out the rules about this
and let her know.

Brenda Spears said that in 2009 the Council voted 5 to 2 that a fee of $1.00 per copy and $20.00 per
hour be charged for public records. After some discussion by the Council Brenda Spears made the
motion that Council Members not be charged for public records. With no one seconding the motion the
Mayor declared that the motion died on the vine.

Kenny Kelley made the motion to accept a bid to repair the damage to the red light at the four way stop
that was hit by a log truck in December 2013. Mary Bramblett seconded the motion and the motion
carried unanimously.

In Visitor's Comments Brad Hanvey asked Brenda Spears why she put a work order in his mailbox with
no postage on it, and that if something went missing from his mailbox he would be looking for the
person that put something in there without postage. He also told Mrs. Spears that is she needed to
contact him she could do so between 6:00 am and 2:30 while he was at work and not to call his
grandmother trying to get his number.

In Council Reports Ben Keller asked that the City cemetery on Church St. be cut and cleaned up.

He also said the fire hydrant on Draper St. needed to be repaired and the new ball field at the Bethune
Center needed scraping and cement at the backstop.

Mary Bramblett said that two lots on Gadsden St. need cutting and something needed to be done about
the abandoned house on 5 Ave.

Frank Cobb had no report.

Kenny Kelley thanked Charles McDonald for the work he is doing on abatement. He also said that a hole
on Church St. needs repair and the hole on Main St.

Brenda Spears council comments: The bills for payment for June 3 were $90,030.48 and salary
payments and payroll taxes for May 22 and May 30 were $119,941.75 for a total of $209,971.93.

| vote “no” for bills of payment because the current budget has not been formally reviewed or amended
to reflect unexpected capital outlay expenditures and the salaries of new employees. It is simple. The
majority of the council is approving money to be spent where it was not budgeted, and | do not have a
full understanding of where the money is coming from to pay the expenses. Repeating my comment
from the May 8 meeting, “Figuring out where and how to spend the money and revenues the city has
each month is the hardest job a council member has.” Let’s be accountable.

Information from JSU, Troy University, and Auburn University has been provided for the council to
consider each to review and provide an independent study and analysis for cost savings in all
departments for the city.

Thanks to Fire Chief Mike Ledbetter and the firemen for the I1SO (Insurance Services Offices) rating from
a Class 5 to a Class 4 effective August 2014. This rating will improve insurance rates for Piedmont
property owners. This is the first time that Piedmont has received this excellent rating.

Congratulations to Piedmont Outdoors, owners Doug and Janice Rosser, for winning the Calhoun County
Chamber of Commerce Annual 2014 Sustaining Small Business of the Year Award during the Chamber’s
Banquet on May 29 at Fort McClellan.

Mark Harper had no report.

Terry Kiser announced the opening of Diva’s Diner at the old Tweener’s restaurant.

In the Mayor’s Comments the Mayor addressed Brenda Spears comments about the bills by saying that
we have a City to run and the bills have to be paid or we wouldn’t have any electricity, gas or any other
supplies that are needed to run the City. He also stated that the bills are current and paid on time but
we needed business in our City. But the bottom line is that we have to pay our bills. He also addressed
Brad Hanvey’s comments about the work order for paving of his alley that Mrs. Spears put in his mailbox
and said that he felt like he was being attacked because Mrs. Spears had given him the work order and
he had told her that the City was very dependent on Commissioner Rudy Abbott to help pave roads and
that Mrs. Spears had put second request on the work order like he had not tried to do anything with the
first work order. The Mayor stated that the bottom line is the City does not have the money for paving.
The Mayor told everyone that the City cleared over $7,000.00 the first week the new Aquatic Center was
open.

The Mayor congratulated Mr. Doug Rosser for winning the Small Business Award.

The Mayor asked the Council to decide on two dates that he could take back to the lady from JSU that
wants to talk to the Council about consulting. The Council decided on June 9" or June 12",



With no other business to come before the Council Terry Kiser made the motion to adjourn. Ben Keller
seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.



