CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF PIEDMONT
MAY 8™ 2014
6:00 PM

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above.
Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny Kelley,
Brenda Spears, Mark Harper and Terry Kiser.

Following the invocation given by Craig Russell and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the minutes were
presented for consideration. Mary Bramblett made the motion that the minutes be approved from the
April 15, 2014 meeting. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. Terry
Kiser made the motion that the minutes from the April 18, 2014 special meeting be approved as
presented. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

The bills totaling $538,722.98 were then presented for consideration for payment. Frank Cobb made the
motion that the bills be approved as presented. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the bills were
approved with one “no” vote from Brenda Spears.

Next the Mayor asked for any discussion concerning the ITS contract before a vote was taken. Frank
Cobb said that ITS has not paid the City since November 2013 and that they had broken the contract and
he didn’t feel the council should pass a new contract. He also said an investigation needed to be done
on ITS because the company already had two indictments against employees with the company. Brenda
Spears also said that it was in the paper that $49,000,000.00 was embezzled by ITS executives and she
said those people were brought up with ethics and they are felons now. She also stated that in the
Anniston Star that it had the 20 movers and shakers of Calhoun County and Mr. Akin was one of them to
which she stated that that was good but she also stated that it had come to her attention since then
that the Board of Education approved him, because its in this article, that he is working off his Doctoral
degree at Samford. She said the school receives State, Federal and Taxpayers money each year and she
feels the school is in better financial condition than the city. She also stated that she had contacted the
League of Municipality Lawyers and asked the question that if a potential conflict is believed to exist
that the time to bring it up is in the discussion and before the vote. She stated that she asked the
guestion if some of our Council Members could vote on this issue and the answer was no. She said that
Mayors and Council Members could not vote on matters that could result in financial gain to the official
or family member or if the official or family member has a potential conflict of interest. She said that this
was a Point of Order.

At this time the Mayor asked for a motion to accept the three year contract with ITS. Kenny Kelley made
the motion to accept the contract. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and a roll call vote was as follows:

YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN
Ben Keller Frank Cobb None
Mary Bramblett Brenda Spears

Kenny Kelley

Mark Harper

Terry Kiser

Following the roll call the vote was 5 to 2 to accept the three year ITS contract.



After the vote Brenda Spears made a Point of Order stating that she thinks that the vote is incorrect and
she asked the Mayor to correct it because some of the members did not abstain. The Mayor stated that
he did not feel that anyone needed to abstain according to what he learned from the League of
Municipalities and that if Mrs. Spears felt she needed to follow up with that then he suggest she do so.

In Other Business the Mayor asked for consideration to award the new Aquatic Pool Concession Stand
contract. One bid was from Diva’s Diner which was a 65/35 split with 35% of profits going to the city.
Next was Brain Freeze with a 60/40 split with 40% of profits going to the city. Kenny Kelley made the
motion to award the bid for the concession stand to Diva’s Diner. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and
the Mayor asked the Clerk for a roll call vote and the vote was as follows:

YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN

Ben Keller None Mary Bramblett
Frank Cobb Brenda Spears
Kenny Kelley

Mark Harper

Terry Kiser

Following the roll call the vote of 5 yeas, 0 nays and 2 abstentions, Diva’s Diner was awarded the Aquatic
Concession Stand contract.

In Visitor's Comments Mrs. Giddy who lives at the end of Center Ave. asked the Council to please fix her
drainage problem that is affecting her property.

Jay Dill a candidate for District 5 Commissioner introduced himself to the Council and reminded
everyone of the public forum on Tuesday, May13.

Phillip Pritchett also a candidate for District 5 Commissioner introduced himself to the Council and asked
for their support.

In Council Reports Ben Keller thanked Commissioner Rudy Abbott for all the work he has done at the
Bethune Center.

Mary Bramblett announced a city wide clean up on May 22 from 8 am to 12 pm.

Frank Cobb said that he had several streets in need of repairs in his district.

Kenny Kelley said that the league convention was very informative and that he received his advanced
CMO certification. He also said it is now legal to pray before a council meeting.

Brenda Spears council comments:

The total bills for payment tonight are $538,313.88 and taxes and payroll for 3 pay periods $191,147.63
for a total of $729,870.61. From January 8 to tonight, May 8, 2014, the total bill for payment is
$4,878,163.00. That is an average $609,770.37 per meeting. Work sessions to discuss cost saving
measures to get the City of Piedmont on a better financial footing has stopped after 2 sessions when
Council members Cobb, Harper, Spears, and Kiser turned in written suggestions. When will the next
budget work session be announced? Figuring out where and how to spend the money/revenues we
have each month is the hardest job a council member has. Let’s be accountable.

The Mayor’s job is to hire city employees. But, only the Council has the authority to approve an
employee’s salary. Since being on the Council on November 5, 2012, the council HAS NOT approved one
newly hired city employee and that is in violation of Code of Alabama 11-43-56. Since recently being
aware of Code of Alabama 36-25-10 “Duty to Report”, | do not intend to lose my seat as District 5



Council Member when | am aware of or suspecting any violations of the Mayor or Clerk or Council
actions.

In my opinion, there should be a Warning sign for the safety of citizens and employees entering the
Administration Building that remodeling is in progress. Building materials and equipment on the floor
are a danger.

| want to congratulate Jack Holder for the job he does at the Piedmont Welcome Center. His April report
was impressive. There were 244 visitors from AL, 119 from GA, 60 from 15 other states, and several
from Canada, South Africa, and Germany. | hope the 2015 Budget will increase for the Eubanks
Welcome Center because the Chief Ladiga Trail is a plus for Piedmont and should be better utilized.

It was a pleasant surprise to read that Piedmont, AL was mentioned in the USA Today newspaper April
23 edition (page 4A) under State by State Across the USA.

| am asking the Mayor to keep all council members informed on weekly bases for legal issues and our
district concerns and decisions made by the Mayor. (examples are property and paving, etc) | would like
to know this information, by phone or email, before hearing it downtown or a city employee or in the
newspaper.

This Saturday, May 10, 2014 is National Association of Letter Carriers “Stamp Out Hunger” Food Drive.
Leave a bag of non-perishable food by your mailbox and your mail carrier will do the rest. Support
Piedmont and our Food Bank.

Mark Harper thanked Michelle Franklin, Mayor Baker and Craig Russell for getting the new treadmills.
Terry Kiser thanked the City Attorney Ron Allen for being at the meeting.

In the Mayor’s Comments Mayor Baker read a Proclamation declaring the week of May 11-May 16 2014
as National Nursing Home Week and said there would be a balloon release on the 12" at the Piedmont
Nursing Home at 10:00 am. The Mayor also told the Council to let him know of any paving issues they
had in their districts and he would gladly talk to Commissioner Abbott about getting them paved if
possible. He also mentioned to the Council that the Mayor has the authority to hire and fire employees
and the Council has the authority to approve or disapprove the salary.

With no other business to come before the Council Frank Cobb made the motion that the meeting be
adjourned. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm.



