
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

MAY 20TH, 2014 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny Kelley, 

Brenda Spears, Mark Harper and Terry Kiser. 

 

Following the invocation given by Rev. Matt Turner and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the minutes 

were presented for consideration. Frank Cobb made the motion that the minutes be approved as 

presented. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

The bills totaling $418,425.59 were then presented for consideration for payment. Ben Keller made the 

motion that the bills be approved as presented. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the motion 

carried with one “no” vote from Brenda Spears. 

 

Next the Mayor opened the floor for nominations for a school board member. Brenda Spears nominated 

Kevin Farmer. Ben Keller nominated Shannon Ray to serve another term.  With no other nominations 

the Mayor closed the nominations and asked the City Clerk to do a roll call vote of each nominee. 

 

Kevin Farmer 

 

YEAS                                                        NAYS                                              ABSTIAN 

Frank Cobb                                             Ben Keller                                       None 

Brenda Spears                                       Mary Bramblett 

Terry Kiser                                              Kenny Kelley 

       Mark Harper      

 

 

 

Shannon Ray 

 

YEAS                                                        NAYS                                               ABSTAIN 

Ben Keller                                               Frank Cobb                                      None 

Mary Bramblett                                     Brenda Spears 

Kenny Kelley                                           Terry Kiser 

Mark Harper 

 

Following the roll call votes Mr. Shannon Ray was re-appointed to serve another five year term on the 

Piedmont School Board. 

 

Next on the agenda Chief Tidwell gave the police report for the month of April 2014. Officers had 872 

total contacts with the public. 44 misdemeanor arrests, 3 DUI arrests, 2 drug arrests, 4 crimes against 

persons arrests, 2 theft arrests, 5 Court/Warrant arrests. There were 42 citations, 9 accident reports and 

40 motorists’ assists. 4 burglaries were reported, 15 thefts reported, 69 cases investigated, 71 incident 

reports and 1 meth lab site. The Piedmont Municipal Court collected $15,720.00 in fine money for the 

month of April 2014. A question was asked about the article in the Anniston Star about the City getting 

cameras at red lights to which Chief Tidwell said this was just something he had looked into since the 

city would have the internet technology. Frank Cobb made a motion to table the purchase of cameras. 

Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  

The Animal Control report for the month of April 2014 was 19 calls for service, 2 follow-up investigations 

43 animals picked up, 2 animals returned to owner by ACO, 41 took to shelter, 20 strays, 21 surrendered 

by owner and 2 reclaimed at shelter by owner. 

Charles McDonald then gave the nuisance and abatement report for the month of April 2014. There 

were 54 total cases new and on-going, 4 total yard cases, 4 total house cases, 8 cases being processed, 1 

case with second notice and 5 cases completed. 

Chief Mike Ledbetter then gave the fire report for the month of March 2014. There were 3 structure 

fires, 3 automatic alarms, 1 vehicle fire, 3 grass/woods fires, 1 vehicle accident and 4 service calls. He 

also informed the Council that the ISO rating had improved from a class 5 to a class 4 which will improve 

insurance rates for property owners. 

 



In Other Business Kenny Kelley asked the Council to consider having someone from the County come to 

a meeting and discuss 911 dispatch for the City. 

Terry Kiser asked about putting a for sale sign on the ten acres beside Garcy. 

Mark Harper proposed hiring a consultant to find cost saving measures for the City. 

Mary Bramblett announced a budget committee meeting on May 27, 2014 at 6:00 pm in the Council 

Chambers. 

 

In Council Reports Ben Keller thanked Carl Hinton for getting the street signs he requested put up.  

Mary Bramblett apologized to certain employees who did not know about the cleanup day. 

Frank Cobb said that he would like to see a fund set up for people to donate to the Highland Cemetery 

to help keep it maintained. 

Kenny Kelley had no report. 

Brenda Spears Council Comments: The total bills for payment were $418,425.59 with two payrolls and 

taxes at $108,640.00 for a total of $527,065.46. In the May 8th and tonight’s council meeting, the 

approved bills come to $1,256,936.07. 

On May 21, 2013, the council voted to hire a trained arborist to review trees on city property that need 

to be removed. I would like to see his salary and the priority list the arborist prepared so I can advise 

District 5 citizens in the future. The report was not shared with council members. Waiting over a year, 

two families in my district recently have personally paid to remove trees on the city’s right-of-way on 

their private property. 

The American flag is missing from Highland Cemetery. 

A District 5 resident called and asked about the city regulations for chickens on their private property 

inside the city limits. Piedmont Code Sec 4-66: Ordinance 468: (A) Property owners fill out an application 

from the City Clerk (B) The Animal Control Officer shall inspect the property (C) The ACO turns in a 

written report for the Mayor’s decision, approved or not approved. 

I want to thank the Abatement officer for taking care of the work order concerning the 600 block of 

Riddle Avenue. 

I want to thank the Electrical Dept. for fixing the A/C at the Train Depot Museum. 

The Mayor and Council are invited to an informational session on Saturday, May 24 at 10 AM at 607 

Riddle Avenue for Deputy Matthew Wade to explain the steps for interest and implementation in a 

Riddle Avenue Neighborhood & Safety program. 

Condolences and sympathy to the families of Dan Freeman and Barbara Cromer. 

Mark Harper had no report. 

Terry Kiser gave his condolences to the family of Barbara Cromer. He announced the ribbon cutting at 

the new Piedmont Aquatic Center on Monday, May 26th at 8:30 am. 

 

Next the Mayor asked for a motion to reappoint Frank Cobb as the Election Committee Representative 

for AMEA.  Mary Bramblett made the motion to reappoint Frank Cobb. Terry Kiser seconded the motion 

and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

In the Mayor’s Comments the Mayor said we have a need to hire a meter reader because one left and 

we need to replace him. He also informed the Council that the line of credit at Farmers and Merchants 

Bank has been paid off and that the city’s bills are current. He also said that he met with Senator Del 

Marsh and Representative Richard Lindsey about getting some paving done at the Highland Cemetery. 

 

With no other business to come before the Council Terry Kiser made the motion that the meeting be 

adjourned. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 


