
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

APRIL 15, 2014 

6:00 PM 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Brenda 

Spears and Terry Kiser. 

 

Mark Harper was absent from the meeting. 

 

Following the invocation given by Craig Russell and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the minutes were 

presented for consideration.  Mary Bramblett made the motion that the minutes be approved as 

presented. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

The bills totaling $302,567.09 were then presented for consideration for payment.  Frank Cobb made 

the motion that the bills be approved as presented. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the bills were 

approved for payment with one “no” vote from Brenda Spears. 

 

Next on the agenda Matthew Wade with the Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office and Sheriff Amerson spoke 

to the Council about the importance of neighborhood watch and ways the community could get started. 

 

The Mayor called of Chief Tidwell to give the police report for the month of March 2014. Officers had 

763 total contacts with the public. There was 1 felony arrest, 28 misdemeanor arrests, 1 DUI arrest, 2 

drug arrests, 3 crimes against persons arrest, 2 theft arrests, 18 court/warrant arrests. 15 traffic 

citations were written, 5 accident reports and 45 motorists assists. 2 burglaries were reported, 8 thefts 

reported, 37 cases investigated and 56 incident reports.  

Piedmont Animal Control had 11 calls for service, 1 preliminary investigation, 2 follow-up investigations, 

16 animals picked up, 2 animals returned to owner, 14 animals took to shelter. 

Piedmont Nuisance and Abatement had 45 total cases new and on-going, 8 yard cases, 2 house cases, 8 

cases being processed, 9 cases with second notice sent and 10 cases completed. 

 

In Other Business a motion was made by Ben Keller to set the daily pool fees for the new Piedmont 

Aquatic Center at $3.00 per person. Mary Bramblett seconded the motion and a roll call vote was as 

follows: 

 

YEAS                                                       NAYS                                            ABSTAIN 

Ben Keller                                             Frank Cobb                                    None 

Mary Bramblett                                   Kenny Kelley 

                                                               Brenda Spears 

                                                               Terry Kiser       

 

Following the roll call a vote of 4 to 2 was cast not to charge the $3.00 per person. 

 

Next Frank Cobb made the motion to accept the fee package for the Clyde H. Pike Civic Center, the 

Piedmont Sports Complex fees and the Piedmont Aquatic Center fees. Kenny Kelley seconded the 

motion and a roll call was as follows: 

 

YEAS                                                             NAYS                                             ABSTAIN 

Mary Bramblett                                          Ben Keller                                     None 

Frank Cobb 

Kenny Kelley 

Brenda Spears 

Terry Kiser  

 

Following a 5 to 1 vote the package fees were accepted as presented. 

 

Frank Cobb made the motion that the pool fees be lowered to $4.00 per person if there is a family with 

three or more swimming at the aquatic center. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and a roll call vote 

was as follows: 

 

YEAS                                                         NAYS                                              ABSTAIN 

Mary Bramblett                                     None                                               Ben Keller 



Frank Cobb 

Kenny Kelley 

Brenda Spears 

Terry Kiser   

 

Following the roll call the motion carried with 5 voting yes and 1 abstention. 

 

Kenny Kelley asked the Council to consider trying to collect garbage fees from residents outside the city 

limits that have city services. 

Brenda Spears asked if anyone had resigned from the Park and Recreation Department and if so was 

someone hired to replace him. Mayor Baker responded that yes someone did resign and someone else 

was hired to replace him at temporary status. 

 

Terry Kiser made the motion that the May 6th Council Meeting be rescheduled to May 8th due to some of 

the Council Members attending the League of Municipalities meeting in Mobile. Ben Keller seconded the 

motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

In Visitor’s Comments Mr. Wayne Ledbetter asked the Council when the water would be fixed so the 

people on Highway 9 South could have clear drinking water. 

Mrs. Mary Fagan asked the Council if they would donate dirt to the Learning Farm so the plants could be 

planted. 

Brenda Spears made a motion to ask the attorney for a legal opinion to see if the dirt could be given for 

a community development. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

In Council Reports Ben Keller had no report. 

Mary Bramblett asked the Council to consider having a city wide clean up. 

Frank Cobb had no report. 

Kenny Kelley thanked the Mayor for getting with Commissioner Abbott and getting more roads paved in 

the city. 

Brenda Spears Council Comments: The total bills for payment tonight are $302,567.09. Payroll and taxes 

for week of April 4 was $71,364.62 and the week of April 11 was $43,692.51 for a total of $115,057.13. 

With the bills of payment, this adds up to $417,624.22. 

The American Red Cross is having a Blood Drive at the PHS campus between 10 AM and 2 PM on 

Wednesday, April 16. 

The Parker House Bed and Breakfast in Anniston is hosting an inside and outside “All Trades Show” on 

Thursday, April 24 between 6-9 pm to raise money to finish the Piedmont Benevolence Center’s Food 

Distribution Warehouse. Tickets are $20.00 to attend. 

On Tuesday, May 13 JSU’s SGA is hosting a political forum for the candidates running for the District 5 

Calhoun County Commission seat. The time is 5:30 pm at the Jacksonville Community Center. 

Terry Kiser thanked Vincent Cantrell for working to start a neighborhood watch and also thanked Sheriff 

Amerson for coming and speaking to the Council. 

 

In Mayor’s Comments Mayor Baker announced the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) 

scholarship winners, Morgan Watkins, Exavyer Jackson and Andrew Posey. 

He commented on the grand opening at the Duggar Mountain Assisted Living and what a nice facility it 

is.  

 

With no other business to come before the Council Terry Kiser made the motion that the meeting be 

adjourned. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:37 pm. 

 

 

 

 

                      


