
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

MARCH 18TH, 2014 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny Kelley, 

Brenda Spears, Mark Harper and Terry Kiser. 

 

Following the invocation given by Frank Cobb and the pledge of allegiance to the flag Frank Cobb made a 

motion to correct the previous minutes on the vote for the Air Evac Service. The council voted 

unanimous ‘nays” and should have voted “yeas” not to contract with Air Evac. Terry Kiser seconded the 

motion and a unanimous vote was cast to correct the March 4th minutes. Next Mary Bramblett made the 

motion to accept the minutes. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the minutes were approved 

unanimously. 

 

The bills totaling $320,456.27 were then presented for consideration for payment. Kenny Kelley made 

the motion that the bills be approved as presented. Frank Cobb seconded the motion and the bills were 

approved with one “no” vote from Brenda Spears.  

 

Next Millie Harris the President of Saving Animals Volunteer Efforts (SAVE) and Margaret Hatley spoke 

to the council about their organization.  Mrs. Harris said they were a nonprofit organization and they 

help low income families have their dogs and cats spayed and neutered.  She said the animals are taken 

to a state of the art facility in Birmingham and then returned to the owner. She asked that the council 

contact the legislative delegation and ask them to support House Bill 141 to keep these facilities 

available. 

 

Mayor Baker opened the floor for nominations to appoint someone to the Piedmont Health Care Board. 

Mary Bramblett nominated Mr. Kip McFry to fill the vacancy on the board. Ben Keller seconded the 

motion.  The Mayor asked for anymore nominations. Kenny Kelley made the motion that the 

nominations be closed. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and Mr. Kip McFry was voted unanimously to 

fill the vacancy on the Piedmont Health Care Board. 

 

Mary Bramblett made a motion to table the JSU Retail Analysis until the Mayor and Council decide on a 

recruiter for the city. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Mayor called on Officer Shannon Kelley to give the Police/Abatement/ACO report for the month 

February 2014. Officers had 606 contacts with the public, 5 felony arrests, 42 misdemeanor arrests, 9 

drug arrests, 1 crime against persons arrests 1 theft arrest, 15 court/warrant arrests and 21 other 

arrests. 13 traffic citations were written, 6 accident reports and 38 motorists assists, 1 violent crime, 8 

burglaries reported, 11 thefts reported, 46 cases investigated, 66 incident reports and 2 meth lab sites. 

The Piedmont Municipal Court collected $14,573.01 in court fines in the month of February 2014. 

The Animal Control Department had 21 calls for service, 1 preliminary investigation, 2 follow-up 

investigations, 34 animals picked up, 5 animals returned to owner by ACO, 29 animals taken to shelter, 

23 strays, 6 surrendered by owner and 1 reclaimed at shelter by owner. 

Piedmont Nuisance and Abatement had 44 total cases (new and on-going), 4 yard cases, 5 house cases, 

16 cases being processed, 6 cases with second notice sent and 8 cases completed. 



 

In Other Business Water and Gas Superintendent Jesse McKnight informed the Council of a water leak at 

the water storage tanks that is leaking approximately 9,360,000 gallons per year. He asked the Council 

to consider purchasing equipment that would allow the water department to monitor the tanks at a cost 

of $9,895.00. Mark Harper made the motion to purchase the necessary equipment to fix the problem. 

Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Next Terry Kiser made the motion to purchase 25 new dumpsters at a cost of $30,000.00 to place at 

businesses that are interested in getting on city garbage pick-up. Mary Bramblett seconded the motion 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Frank Cobb made the motion that homeowners and renters must live at a residence for 12 months to be 

allowed to qualify for budget billing. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Frank Cobb made a motion that the Finance Committee meet and look at cost cutting measures before 

the next council meeting. Mark Harper seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Other items discussed was Highland Cemetery grass cutting, advertising for the aquatic center on the 

website, starting an RV park at the sports complex and opening up the bathrooms at Memorial Park. 

 

Chief Ledbetter spoke to the council about the need to purchase new air packs for the fire department 

because the ones that the firemen are using now are not working properly and the company will not 

have replacements until late summer. 

 

In Visitor’s Comments Vincent Cottrell asked that Matthew Wade with the Calhoun County Sheriff’s 

Office be put on the April 15th agenda to discuss neighborhood watch.  

Mr. Billy Lindsey informed the Council that he had qualified for District 5 Commissioner for Calhoun 

County and asked for support. 

 

In Council Reports Ben Keller asked that the Park and Recreation Department put the fence up at the 

Bethune Center around the baseball field.  

Mary Bramblett gave her condolences to the family of John McDowell who work for the Piedmont 

Rescue Squad. She thanked Terry Kiser, Carl Hinton and Vincent Cottrell for getting the signs posted at 

the Memorial Park. 

Frank Cobb had no report. 

Kenny Kelley asked that the city try to get Vandy Street paved. 

Brenda Spears comments: The March 18, 2014 bills for payment are $320,456.27 with payroll and taxes 

for the week of March 7 and 14 at $115,250.31 for a total of $435,706.58. The total bills (payments and 

payroll/taxes for March 2013 was $629,725.06 and for March 2014 the total was $1,320,491.10. Why 

has the city’s expenditures more than doubled for March 2013 and March 2014? In my opinion, the city 

of Piedmont has a serious cash flow problem. Mayor Baker, when are you going to call a work session to 

discuss and amend our current budget? 

I am in the process of conducting a District 5 survey with business owners and their input for the 1 cent 

sales tax increase the Council is considering. 

The Piedmont Animal Control Officer, Leigh Ann Smith, is ready to help with our problems with animals. 

Her phone number is 256-447-3586 or her mobile number is 256-452-5225. 



The City of Piedmont Utilities Department offers its customers the option of BUDGET BILLING. An 

employee with the WGS office at 128 South Center Avenue will explain what budget billing is and how it 

works:  Each month the computer will take your last 11 months of history and average it and that will be 

your monthly payment. There are some guidelines and participation is required for a minimum of twelve 

months. 

Leaves and grass cuttings must be in bags for city pick-up between March 1 and September 30. 

The City of Piedmont has a program for eligible persons according to terms in the Code of Alabama 

1975: 22-27-3 (a) (2) and (3). The local Health Officer is authorized to accept exemption requests and 

proofs of income seeking exemption from the fees charged for collection of solid waste. Applicants shall 

verify income through a notarized and sworn statement with the previous year’s Federal Tax Form 1040 

or equivalent. THE EXEMPTION SHALL APPLY SO LONG AS THE HOUSEHOLD’S SOLE SOURCE OF INCOME 

IS SOCIAL SECURITY and requested by terms of the billing date and year in which the exemption is 

desired.  Information and applications are available at the WGS office at 128 South Center Avenue. 

I am requesting from the Revenue Officer that when any new business licenses are filed, Council 

members are notified by e-mail or office memo of the Name and Address of the new business. As 

informed Council members, we can inform the community. 

I am turning in work orders for Nuisance Abatement, street signs, potholes behind local businesses, 

limbs for pick-up, a ditch pulled, fire hydrant repair, and yellow lines painted around the grates at the 

intersection of South Center Avenue and Memorial Drive for safety issues. 

Mark Harper asked if bond money could be used to upgrade the civic center. 

Terry Kiser said that Highland Cemetery needed to be paved. 

 

In the Mayor’s comments the Mayor informed the Council that they were invited to the new Assisted 

Living Facility for a tour and a meal on Thursday March 20th at 6:00 pm. He also said there was a good 

turnout for the open house for Dr. David Smith. 

He said there was a large crowd at the recent car show in town. 

He also gave his condolences to the family of John McDowell.  

Mayor Baker said that the city needed three delegates at the May League of Municipalities Convention 

in Mobile.  The Council decided on Frank Cobb as the primary delegate, Terry Kiser as the first alternate 

and Brenda Spears as the second alternate. 

Mayor Baker said that Brenda Spears had mentioned in her two cent blog in the Piedmont Journal that 

she had asked Mayor Baker in her council comments to have a work session in November, December, 

January, February and March. He said that if a council member wants a work session that the council 

member needs to make a motion to hold one and that he has never heard her make the motion for a 

work session. He also said he did not appreciate Mrs. Spears putting that in her article making it sound 

like he is trying to keep anyone from having a work session. 

The Mayor also announced two new businesses coming to Piedmont on April 7th at the old Springs 

Warehouse. The businesses would be BR Williams Trucking and Federal Mogul and the plants would be 

bringing forty plus employees to Piedmont. 

 

With no other business to come before the council Frank Cobb made the motion to adjourn. Terry Kiser 

seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. 

 

 

 

 

  


