
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

DECEMBER 16, 2014 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Mary Bramblett, Kenny Kelley, Brenda Spears and 

Terry Kiser. Ben Keller arrived shortly after the meeting started. 

 

Frank Cobb and Mark Harper were absent from the meeting. 

 

Following the invocation given by Keith Word and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the minutes were 

presented for consideration. Terry Kiser made the motion that the minutes be approved as presented. 

Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

The bills for payment $281,954.23 were then presented for consideration for payment. Mary Bramblett 

made the motion that the bills be approved as presented. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the bills 

were approved with one “no” vote by Brenda Spears. 

 

The Mayor asked for consideration of Resolution 2014-15 which is the holiday schedule for the city 

employees. Terry Kiser made the motion that instead of taking Columbus Day that the Council gives the 

employees Good Friday. Mary Bramblett seconded the motion and Resolution 2014-15 was adopted 

with the change. 

 

The Mayor then asked for consideration of Resolution 2014-16 which is a Title VI federal requirement 

through the Alabama Department of Transportation that prohibits any discrimination in the transit 

service. Mary Bramblett made the motion to adopt Resolution 2014-16. Kenny Kelley seconded the 

motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Next on the agenda Josh Allen asked that the Council consider turning the Christmas parade over to the 

Ministerial Association so that there could still be a religious theme.  

 

The Mayor called on Interim Chief Norton to give the police report for the month of November 2014.  

Officers had 1304 contact with the public. There was 1 felony arrest, 21 misdemeanor arrests, 4 DUI’s, 2 

drug arrests, 1 crime against person arrest, 1 theft arrest and 8 court/warrant arrests. There were 19 

citations written, 8 accident reports and 16 motorist assists. There were 7 burglaries reported, 15 thefts 

reported, 12 new cases investigated and 56 incident/arrest reports.  Piedmont Municipal Court collected 

$9,690.87 in fines for the month of November2014.  

The Chief then gave the Piedmont Animal Control report for the month of November 2014. There were 

4 work orders, 29 calls for service, 4 preliminary investigations, 2 follow-up investigations, 48 animals 

picked up, 10 animals returned to owner by ACO, 38 animals took to shelter, 9 strays, 29 surrendered by 

owner and 2 reclaimed by owner at the shelter. 

Abatement Officer Charles McDonald gave the nuisance and abatement report for the month of 

November 2014. There were 36 cases new and ongoing. 5 total yard cases, 1 house case, 9 cases being 

processed, 2 cases with second notice sent and 4 cases completed. 

 

Water and Gas Superintendent Jesse McKnight informed the Council that Utility Engineering Consultants 

received the low bid for the engineering portion of the Sewer Grant Project and that Morton and 

Associates received the low bid for the administrative portion of the grant.  The city will receive 

$450,000.00 for the sewer project and pay a match of $84,970.00.  Mary Bramblett made the motion to 

accept the bids. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

In Other Business Terry Kiser said that the Park and Recreation Board needs a new member appointed 

and the board had recommended Rod Johnson.  He asked that the board appointment be placed on the 

next meeting agenda. 

 

Ben Keller made the motion that would allow the city employees to be off on the 26th of December and 

January 2nd. This would be the two Fridays following the holidays. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and 

the Mayor asked the City Clerk to do a roll call and the vote was as follows: 

 

YEAS                                                               NAYS                                              ABSTAIN 

Ben Keller                                                      Brenda Spears                              None 



Mary Bramblett 

Kenny Kelley 

Terry Kiser  

 

Following the roll call a 4 to 1 vote was cast in favor of the two days off. 

 

Brenda Spears asked for an update on what the city attorney was doing in regards to the garbage truck.  

The Mayor informed her that the city attorney had been notified and that he was gathering information. 

 

Brenda Spears made a motion that the city pay her registration fee for the 2015 League of Municipalities 

Convention. Terry Kiser seconded the motion and the Mayor asked the City Clerk for a roll call vote and 

the vote was as follows: 

 

YEAS                                                            NAYS                                                ABSTAIN 

Brenda Spears                                           Ben Keller                                        None 

                                                                     Mary Bramblett 

                                                                     Kenny Kelley 

                                                                     Terry Kiser 

 

Following the roll call a 4 to 1 vote was cast not to pay for the registration fees for the convention. 

 

In Visitor’s Comments Keith Word thanked everyone that helped with the Piedmont Christmas Parade. 

 

In Council Reports Ben Keller asked that the lights get put up at the field at the Bethune Center.  

Mary Bramblett gave her condolences to Frank Cobb and his family for the loss of his sister.  She also 

wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Kenny Kelley said how good the parade was and he also wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

Brenda Spears Council Comments: 

For October 2014, the total bills for payment and payroll and taxes totaled $1,340,410.95. The total bills 

for payment and payroll and taxes for November 2014 was $783,719.24. 

For December 2014, the total bills for payment and payroll and taxes is $716,845.59. 

The administration needs to shop local and support of Piedmont businesses because it is an investment 

in our community, whose employees depend on their success, and who are asked to support the civic 

organizations, schools, and community events. Money spent here stays here, recirculating in our 

community, and expanding future job and business opportunities. For the second time this year, I ask: 

SUPPORT our Piedmont businesses. 

Congratulations to the Piedmont Benevolence Center for receiving a $25,000 grant from the Community 

Foundation of Northeast Alabama for Phase Two for the Piedmont Food Bank project. 

I have been asked to get an answer from the Clerk: On our monthly Utility bill, identify what the last 

entry is for payment listed as Other Tax. Exactly what is Other Tax for and how is it computed? 

Terry Kiser asked for an update on the RV Park. The Mayor informed him that when the county 

equipment became available we could get started. 

 

In the Mayor’s Comments the Mayor gave his condolences to Frank Cobb and his family for the loss of 

his sister. He also said how good the Christmas Parade was and that how great it was to see the city rally 

together to support the parade. 

 

With no other business to come before the Council Terry Kiser made the motion that the meeting be 

adjourned. Mary Bramblett seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm. 

 

                                                       

 


