
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

JANUARY 21ST, 2014 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Bill Baker, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny Kelley, 

Brenda Spears, Mark Harper and Terry Kiser. 

 

Following the invocation given by Rev. David Cox and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the Mayor 

called on Mr. John Alred with the Piedmont Journal to present the Citizen of the Year Award. Mayor Bill 

Baker was awarded the Citizen of the Year. Mayor Baker said he was very appreciative of the award. 

 

Frank Cobb made a motion that the minutes be approved as presented. Mary Bramblett seconded the 

motion and the minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

The bills totaling $507,732.05 were then presented for consideration for payment.  At this time Brenda 

Spears made a Point of Order to omit the payment to Alan Hunt for legal fees on a sell of property that 

the city sold to an individual until she could have her legal question answered. The Mayor stated that 

this property was discussed in a previous meeting and had been voted on to sell. Frank Cobb made the 

motion that the bills be approved as presented. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the bills were 

approved with one “no” vote from Brenda Spears. 

 

Next on the agenda John Roberts with the Calhoun County Sheriff’s Department gave a presentation on 

neighborhood watch and the many different ways this could be effective in the community. 

 

Mayor Baker read a Proclamation honoring Jacksonville State University Coach Bill Clark. 

 

In Other Business Brenda Spears said that at the next meeting she would make a motion not to make 

motions on items that were brought up in other business until it was discussed and then vote on the 

item at the next meeting. 

Terry Kiser made the motion to accept the bid from T.J. Construction of $145,500.00 to replace one mile 

of cast iron gas pipe in the city. Ben Keller seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

In Council Reports, Ben Keller had no report.  

Mary Bramblett thanked the Piedmont Police Department for the job they did on the recent drug 

arrests. 

Frank Cobb said a dump site on Oak Glenn Rd. needed to be cleaned up. 

Kenny Kelley congratulated Mayor Baker for the Citizen of the Year Award and said he had always 

supported Bill and he was well deserving of the award. 

Brenda Spears council comments: The January 21, 2014 bills of payment are $507,732.05 with 

$120,922.19 for payroll and taxes for a two week pay period. This total is $628,654.24. With the January 

7, 2014 bills for payment and payroll being $674,579.99 and tonight’s total for bills and payroll the total 

is $1,303,234.33 for January 7 and January 21, 2014. This is the largest total bills and payroll since I have 

been on the council in November 2012. I do not vote to pay the bills because I feel the council is not 

showing fiscal responsibility to look at specific options to reduce spending and cost-cutting measures to 

reflect out city’s current expenditures and revenues.  



At the January 7 council meeting, concerning the minutes of the December 17, 2013 meeting, I voiced a 

Point of Order for my Council Comments for District 5 to be corrected. The corrections should reflect 

what I said: I have voted many times not to pay the bills because the council did not have financial work 

sessions to discuss and amend the 2012-2013 budget and now the 2013-2014 budget to reduce 

spending. In my opinion, I feel the Mayor and City Council must start having more financial work 

sessions to discuss and amend the current 2013-2014 budget. 

In the January 15 Piedmont Journal, the article with the headline, “Cheaha Challenge Moves Out of 

Piedmont”, was written by Laura Gaddy. The Cheaha Challenge bike ride has started and ended in 

Piedmont at the Civic Center since the first ride in 1993. The 102 mile ride was begun by the Northeast 

AL Biking Association in Piedmont. The Challenge attracts more than 500 cyclists each year. The 

Association decided to move the Challenge for 2014 to Jacksonville. Mayor Johnny Smith said city 

officials did not recruit the Challenge. Mayor Baker said some in Piedmont are disappointed and that the 

city will lose sales tax revenue and we will feel the loss. 

The work session for reinstating the ITS Internet Service was Thursday, January 16. The discussion led to 

the special session held on January 30, 2012 by the last mayor and council approving (1) to increases to 

$6,250.00 for appropriations to the Piedmont School System to match a grant to provide wireless 

internet to students for the remainder of that fiscal year and continue for up to three years. (2) to sign 

an agreement with ITS to lease the fiber from the city and (3) to sign a pole and attachment necessary 

components required for the project. The current council were informed that the city never installed the 

electric meter box for ITS to pay for the electric service for the wireless internet and did not bill ITS for 

the 160 + pole rental fees. That is 13 months that the city last revenues for electricity billings and pole 

rentals from ITS. Hopefully, the council can develop a new contract with ITS. 

Mark Harper had no report. 

Terry Kiser also thanked the Police Department for the good job on the drug arrests and also asked for 

an update on the pool. Jessie McKnight said the Water and Gas was still in the process of putting the 

sewer lines in. 

 

In the Mayor’s comments the Mayor discussed the work session that was held with the Piedmont City 

Schools and representatives from ITS. He said that the pole rental that wasn’t paid by ITS will be 

negotiated. He thanked the employees that worked to keep the Civic Center open for a warming station 

during the cold weather. He also thanked Charles McDonald for the job he is doing with abatement. He 

said that the city will not tolerate anyone throwing garbage out in the back alley and that they will be 

fined. 

 

With no other business to come before the council Terry Kiser made the motion that the meeting be 

adjourned. Frank Cobb seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:06 pm. 

  


