
CITY COUNCIL 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

JANUARY 2ND, 2013 

4:00 P.M. 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Piedmont met in regular session at the time and on the date above. 

Present were Mayor Rick Freeman, Council Members Ben Keller, Mary Bramblett, Frank Cobb, Kenny 

Kelley, Brenda Spears, Billy Baker and Terry Kiser. 

 

Mayor Freeman declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order. 

 

Following the invocation given by Pastor Phillip Cooper and the pledge of allegiance to the flag the 

Mayor asked for a motion to accept the agenda. Terry Kiser made the motion to accept the agenda as 

presented. Mary Bramblett seconded the motion and the agenda was approved unanimously. 

 

The Mayor asked for a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Billy Baker made the motion to 

approve the minutes as presented. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the minutes were approved 

unanimously. 

 

The bills totaling $223,488.23 were then presented for consideration for payment. Mary Bramblett 

made the motion that the bills be approved for payment. Kenny Kelley seconded the motion and the 

bills were approved unanimously for payment. 

 

The Mayor asked for a motion to accept Mr. Ron Allen for the City of Piedmont Attorney. Kenny Kelley 

made the motion to accept Mr. Ron Allen as the City of Piedmont Attorney. Mary Bramblett seconded 

the motion and the motion carried with two “no” votes from Brenda Spears and Frank Cobb. 

 

The Mayor asked for a motion to accept Mr. Jake Matthews as City Prosecutor for the City of Piedmont. 

Terry Kiser made the motion to accept Mr. Jake Matthews as the City of Piedmont Prosecutor. Kenny 

Kelley seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Mayor asked for a motion to accept Mr. Richard Couch as the City of Piedmont Public Defender. 

Mary Bramblett made the motion to accept Mr. Richard Couch as the City of Piedmont Public Defender. 

Billy Baker seconded the motion and the motion carried with one “no” vote from Brenda Spears. 

 

The Mayor then opened the floor for nominations for City of Piedmont Municipal Judge. The attorneys 

for nomination were Mr. Timothy Burgess, Mr. Jeff Ford, Mr. Billy Hardegree and Mr. Brent Morrison.   

Billy Baker nominated Mr. Brent Morrison. Kenny Kelley seconded the nomination. Frank Cobb 

nominated Mr. Timothy Burgess. Brenda Spears seconded the nomination.  Mary Bramblett made a 

motion that the nominations be closed. The Mayor asked the City Clerk to do a roll call vote for Mr. 

Timothy Burgess and the vote was as follows: 

 

Mr. Timothy Burgess: 

 

Ben Keller – No 

Mary Bramblett – No 



Frank Cobb – Yes 

Kenny Kelley – No 

Brenda Spears – Yes 

Billy Baker – No 

Terry Kiser – No 

 

Mr. Burgess received five “No” votes and two “Yes” votes. 

 

The City Clerk then did a roll call vote for Mr. Brent Morrison and the votes were as follows: 

 

Mr. Brent Morrison: 

 

Ben Keller – Yes 

Mary Bramblett – Yes 

Frank Cobb – No 

Kenny Kelley – Yes 

Brenda Spears – No 

Billy Baker – Yes 

Terry Kiser – Yes 

 

Mr. Morrison received five “Yes” votes and two “No” votes. 

Following the roll call vote Mayor Freeman declared Mr. Brent Morrison as the Municipal Judge for the 

City of Piedmont. 

 

In other business the Mayor discussed the city’s website and said that it was being brought up to date 

and also updating businesses, industry and motels in the city. 

 

In council reports Terry Kiser told the council that the police department gets an audit through the 

National Criminal Information Center (NCIC) which is done once every three years and they were in 

compliance and received all “yeses” on various reports in the department. He said Bobbie Beavers the 

supervisor over the dispatch office was the one who compiles the reports and thanked her for doing a 

good job. He also told the council that Carl Hinton advised him that repairs to the roof at the fire 

department had started and should be finished by the next week. He stated that he also had Mr. Hinton 

working on putting a street sign up for Knob Hill. 

Billy Baker invited everyone to go by the civic center to see the improvements that are being done by 

city employees such as painting and a lot of sprucing up. He said there would be some new ideas coming 

forth for the new year and that he was excited about the new changes. He also wished everyone a 

Happy New Year and encouraged the council to work together to make 2013 a good year for the City of 

Piedmont. 

Brenda Spears thanked the Piedmont Health Care Center and Dr. Ben Ingram for the tour of the facilities 

and the new day care addition and the meal provided to the council of December 18th.  She stated that 

she was turning in Piedmont’s 1995 abatement policy, liter ordinance 532 and Elmore Counties 1999 

abatement policy. She said that these copies would be given to the abatement members Kenny Kelley, 

Terry Kiser and Brenda Spears to review for an updated 2013 Piedmont policy and the council would 

vote on the final policy. She said that she had received a call for children and adults to play tennis and 

that Mayor Freeman had said that the courts at the civic center on Mill Street were now available and 

also the middle school courts on North Main Street. She said that for district five Third Ave. and Alabama 

Street has a pole but no sign and Front Street and Second Ave. stop sign is spray painted black. 



Kenny Kelley said he was still working on missing signs in his district and another project with Mr. Jack 

Holder at the Welcome Center. 

Frank Cobb had no report. 

Mary Bramblett said that she had pot holes in her district that needed repair and that the city has 

abatement issues with people piling junk out in their front yards in her district and she would like to see 

that get moved. She also said that several gutters were stopped up in her district. 

Ben Keller wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

 

In the Mayor’s comments he said he had several calls about the garbage not being picked up and he told 

them that it was due to the holidays and that everything was back on schedule for pick up. He said that 

he had talked to Chief Tidwell about the zero ammunition problems for the police department which 

means the ammunition that you have on hand at the department and that ammunition would soon be 

going up so we needed to get it before that happens. He said he was going to meet with Commissioner 

Abbott to see where we stand on some paving issues. He thanked all the city workers for the job they 

did in the past year and he said that before the holidays that every department had vehicles and 

generators ready in case we had bad weather. He said that there would be some free classes through 

the EMA in February and March for the council to attend on instant command to understand what to do 

in case of a disaster. He said that during Christmas break there was an incident in Oxford where a police 

officer was shot and wounded and he had talked the EMA about getting the 1-800 system for our police 

department because our officers did not know the incident had occurred and by getting this system in 

place our officers can communicate with the county. Chief Tidwell told the Mayor at this time that the 

system should be in place within the next day or so. He also discussed getting a handle on the utilities 

and said that the city’s power is not free and the city has to pay AMEA in Montgomery for it so we have 

to collect on delinquent utilities and that the city would be looking into the utility policy for Piedmont. 

He said the city was looking into going through a collection agency to get the city’s money back. He said 

he hoped to get to go to Montgomery this coming weekend to meet with Navigation Development to try 

to get them to come to Piedmont. Terry Kiser asked the Mayor the status on the recycling plant that was 

coming to the old Springs Fifth Ave. plant. The Mayor said they were still in the process of coming 

hopefully in the next couple of months. The Mayor thanked Mary Bramblett for the work she does in 

trying to get businesses to locate in Piedmont. 

 

With no other business to come before the council Billy Baker made the motion to adjourn. Terry Kiser 

seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


